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Preface
These are the proceedings of the Eight Workshop on Language Descrip-
tions, Tools and Applications (LDTA 2008). LDTA 2008 was a satellite
event of the European Joint Conferences on Theory and Practise of Software
(ETAPS 2008) and was held in Budapest Hungary on April 5th 2008.
LDTA is an application and tool oriented forum on meta programming in a
broad sense. A meta program is a program that takes other programs as input
or output. The focus of LDTA is on generated or otherwise eﬃciently imple-
mented meta programs, possibly using high level descriptions of programming
languages. Tools and techniques presented at LDTA are usually applicable
in the context of “Language Workbenches” or “Meta Programming Systems”
or simply as parts of advanced programming environments or IDEs. See also
http://www.ldta.info.
Our invited speaker was Robert M. Fuhrer from IBM TJ Watson Research.
We thank him for his interesting presentation of IDE construction and his
active participation.
We received a large number of submissions (31) this year, of which ten
research papers were selected and two tool demonstrations. The tool demon-
strations are not included in this volume:
• Generating Editors for Embedded Languages-Integrating SGLR into IMP,
Lennart Kats, Karl Trygve Kallebergs and Eelco Visser.
• Optimal Interaction Strategies using Reﬂection in LTS, Thomas Cleenew-
erck.
For LDTA 2009, the format for tool papers will change in order to al-
low even more rigorous reviewing such that these contributions can also be
included in the proceedings of LDTA. It is important for LDTA, with its em-
phasis on Tools and Applications, to continue to be a magnet for tangible and
practical research results. Also, in light of the high volume of submissions and
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their overall high quality, LDTA 2009 will be a two-day event.
We would like to thank the organizers of ETAPS, the editor of ENTCS,
Michael Mislove, and the LDTA organizing committee Vikto´ria Zso´k and Tony
Sloane for making LDTA 2008 possible. We especially thank the program
committee for their thorough reviewing of the submitted papers.
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